
SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS 
GRADE 8 UNITED STATES HISTORY 

HISTORY 
• Analyze connections among events and developments in historical contexts.
• Classify series of historical events and developments as examples of change and/or continuity.
• Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical

eras.
• Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed over time (e.g., American Revolution,

slavery, labor, the role of women).
• Analyze how people's perspectives influenced what information is available in the historical

sources they created.
• Detect possible limitations in the historical record based on evidence collected from different

kinds of historical sources.
• Use questions generated about multiple historical sources to identify further areas of inquiry

and additional sources.
• Evaluate the relevance and utility of a historical source based on information such as maker,

date, place of origin, intended audience, and purpose.
• Explain multiple causes and effects of events and developments in the past.
• Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past.

CIVICS 
• Explain the origins, functions, and structure of government with reference to the U.S.

Constitution, state constitutions, and selected other systems of government.
• Analyze ideas and principles contained in the founding documents of the United States, and

explain how they influence the social and political system.
• Analyze the purposes, implementation, and consequences of public policies in multiple settings.
• Compare historical and contemporary means of changing societies, and promoting the common

good.
ECONOMICS 

• Explain how economic decisions affect the well-being of individuals, businesses, and society.
• Describe the role of competition in the determination of prices and wages in a market economy.
• Analyze the role of innovation and entrepreneurship in a market economy.
• Explain how inflation, deflation, and unemployment affect different groups.
• Explain why standards of living increase as productivity improves.
• Explain the benefits and the costs of trade policies to individuals, businesses, and society.

GEOGRAPHY 
• Construct maps to represent and explain the spatial patterns of cultural and environmental

characteristics.
• Analyze the combinations of cultural and environmental characteristics that make places both

similar to and different from other places.
• Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology influence the spatial

connections among human settlements and affect the diffusion of ideas and cultural practices.
• Explain how the relationship between the environmental characteristics of places and

production of goods influences the spatial patterns of world trade.


